Senator/Representative____________
Colorado State Capitol

200 East Colfax Avenue

Denver, CO 80203

Subject: “No Medicaid Funding for Circumcision”
Dear Senator/Representative __________:
Colorado eliminated Medicaid payment for routine infant circumcision in 2011, but reinstated funding in 2017 via budget amendment. As a Colorado resident, I am writing to ask you to again remove funding for non-therapeutic infant circumcision from Colorado Medicaid from this year’s budget. 

Circumcision of newborns is an elective, purely cultural practice -- often done solely for the personal cosmetic or religious preferences of the parents. It is not medically necessary, not cost-efficient, and not recommended as a routine procedure for infants by any medical organization. Any one of these factors should disqualify it from being paid for by Medicaid. 

Moreover, although the cost of infant circumcisions may seem small in the overall budget picture, the Joint Budget Committee must take into account that the cost of reimbursing for infant circumcision would likely be MANY TIMES higher than the simple cost of the procedure. This is because it would also include the cost of added length of hospital stay,1 treatment of short- and long-term complications, and the common need for repeat surgery.2 
In fact, the most comprehensive cost-utility analysis found that neonatal circumcision actually INCREASES incremental costs by an estimated $828 per patient.3 
As a taxpayer, I believe it is both fiscally irresponsible and unethical to waste any amount of taxpayer dollars on this unnecessary procedure, when so many people are going without NEEDED medical care and the state has so many other real funding priorities. 
The Colorado legislature made the right decision in 2011 to remove circumcision from Medicaid. Please do the right thing, now, by again removing Medicaid payment for infant circumcision from this year’s Long Bill.
Sincerely,
1. Mansfield CJ, Hueston WJ, Rudy M. Neonatal circumcision: associated factors and length of hospital stay. J Fam Pract 1995;41(4):370-6. http://www.cirp.org/library/procedure/mansfield/

2. Bankhead C. AAP – Need to re-do circumcision rises, reason unclear. MedPage Today. 2011 Oct 17. http://www.medpagetoday.com/MeetingCoverage/AAPMeeting/29075
3. Van Howe RS. A cost-utility analysis of neonatal circumcision. Med Decis Making 2004;24:584-601. http://www.cirp.org/library/procedure/vanhowe2004/. 

