
 
 

WHAT DOES THE CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER 
DAY SAINTS BELIEVE ABOUT 
CIRCUMCISION? 

In Moroni 8:8, in the Book of 
Mormon, Christ, following his death 
and resurrection, speaking to the 
peoples of the western hemisphere, 
known as the Nephites and Lamanites, 
says: 

ʺListen to the words of Christ, your 
Redeemer, your Lord and your God. 
Behold, I came into the world not to 
call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance; the whole need no 
physician, but they that are sick; 
wherefore, little children are whole, 
for they are not capable of committing 
sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is 
taken from them in me, that it hath no 
power over them; and the law of 
circumcision is done away in me.ʺ 

 

Doctrine and Covenants Section 
74, a revelation received by the 
prophet Joseph Smith as an 
explanation of 1 Corinthians 7:14, 
explains this further: 

1  ʺFor the unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the 
husband; else were your children 
unclean, but now they are holy. 

2  Now, in the days of the apostles the 
law of circumcision was had among all 
the Jews who believed not the gospel of 
Christ. 

3  And it came to pass that there arose a 
great contention among the people 
concerning the law of circumcision, for 
the unbelieving husband was desirous 
that his children should be circumcised 
and become subject to the law of Moses, 
which law was fulfilled. 

4  And it came to pass that the children, 
being brought up in subjection to the 
law of Moses, gave heed to the 
traditions of their fathers and believed 
not the gospel of Christ, wherein they 
became unholy. 

5  Wherefore, for this cause the apostle 
wrote unto the church, giving unto 
them a commandment, not of the Lord, 
but of himself, that a believer should 
not be united to an unbeliever; except 
the law of Moses [including the 
requirement to circumcise] should be 
done away among them. 

6  That their children might remain 
without circumcision; and that the 
tradition might be done away, which 
saith that little children are unholy; 
for it was had among the Jews; 

7  But little children are holy, being 
sanctified through the atonement of 
Jesus Christ; and this is what the 
scriptures mean.ʺ 

TEACHINGS ABOUT BODY 
MODIFICATIONS 
 
The leaders of the LDS church have 
made it clear that it is not considered 
respectful to mark the body with 
piercing or tattoos, etc. If an adult 
piercing his or her own body is 
considered disrespectful, how much 
more so would this apply to cutting a 
part of someone else’s body off for 
non‐medical reasons? 
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CIRCUMCISION? 

Newborn circumcision is considered to 
be medically unnecessary. No major 
medical organization in the world 
recommends newborn circumcision.  

 

This pamphlet was adapted from 
several websites including:  
www.cirp.org/library/cultural/LDS 
www.birthnaturally.org  
 
For more information on circumcision, 
visit: 
www.cirp.org 
www.circumcision.org 
www.mothersagainstcirc.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


	"Listen to the words of Christ, your Redeemer, your Lord and
	Doctrine and Covenants Section 74, a revelation received by 
	“There is no doubt that Peter and the other Brethren knew th
	WHAT DO MEDICAL DOCTORS SAY ABOUT CIRCUMCISION?
	Newborn circumcision is considered to be medically unnecessa


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 2400
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 10.00000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 10.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 2400
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 2.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


